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I phoned my grandpa and he said, “Okay, my boy.”
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I got slightly terrified and felt myself slipping away slowly from reality. My experience
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As I approached the dark abyss of the cave, I saw a black ribbon.

7107

30

‘1C iRl



k]

bear rushed into my chest.
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I ran to grab it, but as I grabbed it, 1 heérd a loud growl. Looﬁng up quickly I had seen a

black bear charging right at me. As it jumped at me, I stared with fear and it felt as if the
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Author Information

Hello. My name is Tommy Starr. lam a \'/oung Native man raised on a First Nation reserve most of my
life. | have a passion for writing and my native culture. [ respect both of these, | also wanted to share this
signlficant experience with my readers.

Since | was the age of four | was always curious about my culture, Countlessly, | would watch my
Grandpa Gordon Brass and my Great-Grandpa Zack Contois working with medicine and sweat lodges.
While growing up, I've learned about respect for people, animals and mother earth.

The teaching my grandfather gave me has helped me to male good cholces in my life. | was able to
sustain from alcohol, drugs and violence. I have to thank these teachings and my culture, I'm sure they
led me to be a potential graduate this year. After | graduate [ plan on joining the Canadian Armed
Forces. | hope to continue my writing and hopefully share my experiences with my culture and the army.

In writing this short story, my intentions were to show how our culture, values and traditional teachings
can lead you to healthy and respectful life cholces.

| geared this short story to all ages to continue learning about our culture and traditional practices from
our elders. A generation of our elders is slowly passing away and they hold a key to some of our
important teachings. All cultures around the world need to embrace our elders’ knowledge, This story is
in memory of Zackery Contois, also special thanks to Gordon Brass who continues to teach me culture.

Respectfully,

WW

Tommy Starr
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IHlustrator Information

My name is Collin Chartrand and | am from Duck Bay Manitoba and currently [ am in grade 12,
and when | was chosen to illustrate this book | jumped on board.

To bring this story to life was very hard since | don’t like doing things anyway, so everything had
to be perfect.

[ found this story very inspirational and very original, so coming up with the right drawings for
the story came easily. Reading the story also gave me lots of ideas to put in and be free.

Also, having to deal the fact that the story was great and having to equal up to the hype was
very motivating for me. What's also a bonus for me is that Tommy and | are really great friends

so everything worked in a good combination.

Respectfully,
Vol UPetatiand-

Collin Chartrand
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